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BUILDING COMMISSIONER — FIRE SAFETY ASSESSMENT 
Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [2.05 pm]: Last 
June, in the wake of the Grenfell Tower fire and the loss of 71 lives, I stood in this Parliament and affirmed the 
McGowan government’s commitment to ensuring that a similar tragedy will not befall the people of 
Western Australia. The government is in the process of conducting an extensive audit of the state’s building stock 
to identify buildings with potentially dangerous cladding. This audit, led by the Building Commissioner, is 
risk-based and is primarily targeting buildings that are considered likely to present the greatest risk to occupants 
in the event of a fire occurring. These privately owned high-rise buildings built after 2000 are where people 
commonly sleep, congregate in large numbers or are likely to require a higher level of assistance in the event of 
a building being evacuated. With assistance from the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and the local 
government sector, the Building Commissioner has been able to filter through the records of thousands of buildings 
and has so far identified 453 buildings that fall within the scope of the audit. Preliminary assessments of all 
these buildings are complete, with 206 buildings cleared from the audit and 247 identified as warranting a more 
detailed assessment. 

The government is committed to keeping property owners informed throughout this audit process. In addition to 
guidance materials and status updates published on its website, the Building Commissioner is writing to the owners 
and/or strata managers of each building that has been the subject of a preliminary assessment. He will inform them 
of the assessment’s outcome and what action will be taken going forward. To date, letters have been sent to 
approximately half of building owners, with more being sent out at intervals as property owners are identified. 

On the issue of building compliance and enforcement, I attended the Building Ministers’ Forum last month. All 
jurisdictions welcomed Professor Peter Shergold and Bronwyn Weir’s final report, “Building Confidence—
Improving the effectiveness of compliance and enforcement systems for the building and construction industry 
across Australia”. Professor Shergold and Ms Weir were commissioned to independently assess the broader 
compliance and enforcement problems within the building and construction systems across Australia. All 
jurisdictions have agreed to further examine the report’s findings and recommendations, and see how they fit with 
their respective policy priorities. 

Additionally, I can announce that at my urging, and the urging of my fellow building ministers from around the 
nation, the Australian Building Codes Board has published an amended version of the Building Code of Australia. 
The changes make it clear that external walls of high-risk buildings must either be non-combustible or the subject 
of a full-scale fire test to demonstrate their acceptable performance using the new Australian Standard. The 
changes came into effect on 12 March this year. I have instructed the Building Commissioner to ensure building 
regulations close off any opportunity for developers to get around the non-combustibility requirement for cladding. 
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